
The Crucible Character Breakdown 
Rhino Theatre 

 
MEN 
 
REVEREND SAMUEL PARRIS (30-50): A Harvard educated man, but prone to superstitions. 
He feels he is grossly underpaid, and half of the Salem Province feels he is greedy. He is a fish 
out of water in Salem. His daughter, Betty, is “afflicted” which he feels puts him at risk. 
 
THOMAS PUTNAM (late 40’s-early 50’s): The closest thing in the community to an advocate of 
Reverend Parris. Thomas is blinded by his own belief in witchcraft. He is convinced that he and 
his wife are doing the right thing by having the Devil rooted out of his community. He is 
unwavering.  
 
JOHN PROCTOR (20 -30): John is a hard man living on the hard land. He is wise, fair, but self 
absorbed and can be prone to brutality. He is his own undoing. 
 
GILES COREY (83): Knotted with muscle, canny, inquisitive and still powerful. Giles is fair and 
honest, compassionate, and understanding. 
 
REVEREND JOHN HALE (35): Hale has the most dynamic transformation of character 
throughout the course of the play: at the beginning he is described as a “ruddy, bright young 
man who loves intellectual pursuit”, however, by the end of the play he is “steeped in sorrow, 
exhausted and more direct than he ever was.” 
 
FRANCIS NURSE (70’s): Rebecca Nurse’s husband. He stands on the side of John Proctor. 
 
EZEKIEL CHEEVER (30-50): A man of the Court. He assists in the delivery of warrants, and the 
archival of court proceedings.  
 
JOHN WILLARD (30-50): Salem’s Master of Irons. 
 
JUDGE HAWTHORNE (50’s): A merchant and magistrate of Salem. He is assisting Danforth in 
the witch trials and follows Danforth’s lead.  
 
DEPUTY-GOVERNOR DANFORTH (60’S): Danforth is a grave man who lives by his principles. 
He would rather see innocent people die from his conviction than to have his judgement proven 
wrong. He is unswayed and only sees exactly what is in front of him. He believes he is rooting 
out the evil of Salem, although he does not try to understand the people of Salem. 
 
HOPKINS (20-60): The Salem jail guard. Presumably a drunk. 
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WOMEN 
 
BETTY PARRIS (10): Reverend Parris’ daughter. She is “afflicted” but more from guilt and fear 
than witchcraft. 
 
TITUBA (50’S): Reverend Parris’ slave from his time as a merchant in Barbados. She is fearful 
of her master, and does as she is told. Many of her motivations are unknown throughout the 
play (and in history), which will be enriched through character development.  
 
ABIGAIL WILLIAMS (17): Very pretty young woman but unwise in her choices. She is the niece 
of Reverend Parris, and was a house servant to Elizabeth Proctor until her affair with John 
Proctor. The people of town talk, and she is often times at the center of it. She is deeply hurt by 
the judgement of others. She believes she and John are in love. 
 
SUSANNA WALCOTT (15): One of the “afflicted” girls who joins in with Abigail to accuse others 
of witchcraft. A nervous and hurried girl. 
 
MRS. ANN PUTNAM (40-50): Described as a “twisted soul, a death-ridden woman, haunted by 
dreams”. She has lost 7 infant children and is convinced they were murdered by someone within 
the Province who is practising witchcraft. She sends her daughter to Tituba to discover (using 
supernatural practices) who has been murdering her children. She is sincere in her fear and 
conviction and should not be portrayed as “crazy”. 
 
MERCY LEWIS (18): A sly, merciless girl. One of the “afflicted”. She takes pleasure in the 
power she receives. Unlike Abigail, she is motivated by her desire to have more/be more/do 
more within the strict religious community. 
 
MARY WARREN (17): A subservient, naive girl. She is one of the “afflicted”. 
 
REBECCA NURSE (72): White haired, leans upon a stick. She is one of the most revered 
women in town. Honest, a woman of God, and the wisest person in Salem town and Province. 
 
ELIZABETH PROCTOR (20-30): Sweet but not innocent. Mother of 3 (with a fourth on the way 
as we learn in the course of the play). Her world has been shattered and she does her best to 
balance duty to her husband and trusting him with her broken heart.  
 
SARAH GOOD (50+): Historically, Sarah Good was a homeless woman who is gruff and 
crackling. Miller has written her as a madwoman, but I am more interested in exploring the 
historical figure. (The actress who portrays SARAH GOOD will also read the off stage lines for 
MARTHA COREY). 
 

 

 

 


